
R402.2.9 Slab-on-grade floors.  

The minimum thermal resistance (R-

value) of the insulation around the 

perimeter of unheated or heated slab-

on-grade floors shall be as specified in 

Table R402.1.1. The insulation shall 

be placed on the outside of the 

foundation or on the inside of the 

foundation wall. The insulation shall 

extend downward from the top of the 

slab for a minimum distance as shown 

in the table or to the top of the footing, 

whichever is less, or downward to at 

least the bottom of the slab and then 

horizontally to the interior or exterior 

for the total distance shown in the 

table. A two-inch by two-inch 

(maximum) pressure treated nailer 

may be placed at the finished floor 

elevation for attachment of interior 

finish materials. Insulation extending 

away from the building shall be 

protected by pavement or by a 

minimum of 10 inches of soil. 

 

R402.2.8 Below-grade walls.  

Below-grade exterior wall insulation 

used on the exterior (cold) side of the 

wall shall extend from the top of the 

below-grade wall to the top of the 

footing and shall be approved for 

below-grade use. Above-grade 

insulation shall be protected. 

Insulation used on the interior (warm) 

side of the wall shall extend from the 

top of the below-grade wall to the 

below-grade floor level and shall 

include R-5 rigid board providing a 

thermal break between the concrete 

wall and the slab. 


